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Wildlife friendly gardening
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4 functional groups of animals for a win-win garden



Insect pollinators



Small insectivorous birds



Woodland birds are listed as a threatened 
ecological community.

AUSTRA LIA

birds are in our nat ure

Woodland Birds 
of south-east  Australia

Ident ifi cat ion booklet



Lizards



Frogs



Wildlife friendly gardening is about adding 
(or removing) elements

to meet the core needs of your animal community.



Core needs

Dispersal Shelter/nesting Food Water Threats





The 7 essential elements for a wildlife friendly garden….



1. Plants with benefits



Native vegetation drives beetle & bee life

Threlfall et al. (2017) Journal of Applied Ecology





Image https://artlarkdotorg.files.wordpress.com http://thelandscapeguys.com.au/ /





2. Vegetation structure



Grasses forbs & ground covers



White Grass-dart Image by Vik Dunis 2014; http://www.bushpea.com Common Brown; Image; http://ala.org.au

Poa sieberiana; Image http://www.brownsproductionnurseries.com.auWallaby Grass; Image https://www.nativeseeds.com.au





Trees



All images by Geoff Park (Natural Newstead)







Shrubs



Bare dirt and rock

Photo: Anita Gould



Understory volume drives bat, bug, bird & 

beetle life in the city

Threlfall et al. (2017) Journal of Applied Ecology



Bare dirt and rock

Photo: Anita Gould



3. Rocks and cavities











Bare dirt and rock

Photo: Anita Gould Image http://asergeev.com/

4. Undisturbed bare dirt



Bare dirt and rock

https://www.whitman.edu/newsroom/

Photo: Anita Gould





5. Woody debris & litter

Rachel Tonkin (201o) Leaf Litter: Exploring the mysteries of a hidden world.





6. Seed heads and dead plants





https://aussiebee.com/

http://museum.wa.gov.au/research



‘A plant is only worth growing 
if it looks good when

its dead’

Piet Oudolf



Image http://www.hawkmothgardendesign.co.uk



7. Water



Aquatic habitats



Constructing a pond











Murray Rainbow Fish

Image: http://www.aquariumlife.com.au/



Nudge your garden in a wildlife friendly direction



Inspiration









Thank you!


